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Introduction
The American Revolution and the civil war were conflicts that both brought about significant changes in the American history. There have been several issues that have been advanced by both wars and this has led to the opinion that the wars were in one way or another connected due to the causes that led to their emergence. This essay will look into the possible connections that may be present between the two wars and extensively justify the reasons why. As it will be seen in this paper, the Civil war was to a great extent connected to the Revolution War because it acted as an extension of the revolution that was aimed at bringing liberty, freedom and equality for all Americans and end oppression towards the American people.
Overview of the Causes of American Revolution and Civil Wars
The American Revolution War was a fought between the Great Britain and the colonies that they had managed to conquer over a period of time. The Americans wanted to gain their independence from the British and thus waged a war in order to achieve this (Young, 1976). The American Revolution war is sometimes referred to as the American war for independence since it enabled them to free themselves from the bondage of the British colonization (Bailyn, 2017). The war took place from 1775 to 1783 and was mainly caused by the people opposing a number of strict taxes that had been imposed on them by their colonial master. There were also a number of regulations and rules that were generally viewed to be impractical and had to be stopped from being effected against the American colony (Bailyn, 2017).
Furthermore, the American colonies did not have any representation in the British parliament which was seen as a disadvantage to them since they could not have any of their views heard at all. This led to the people having grumbles at all tiers which in the long run led to the outbreak of the war in order to change this. The American Revolution caused the death of approximately 27000 colonial troops while about 35000 were seriously injured (Bailyn, 2017). The American Revolution war is credited for having led to the development of America as an independent nation and the promulgation of the United States constitution. This led to the election of Gen George Washington as the first president.
The American civil war happened between 1861 to 1865. It was a war between the union states which were mainly comprised of the western states against the confederate states which were mainly states from the southern area. The main cause of this war was the issue of slavery which was being practiced in several southern states (Hall, Huff & Kuriwaki, 2019). The states that practiced slavery threatened to secede and this led to the push to maintain the union which brought about war. The war was mainly fought in the southern, western and north-eastern states and led to the death of about 145000 union forces while 290000 were injured (Hall, Huff & Kuriwaki, 2019). On the confederate side, the war led to the death of 95000 while around 235000 were seriously injured. The civil war is believed to be the deadliest war ever in the history of America. The result of the war is that it led to the victory of the union states which ensured that the territorial integrity that they had was maintained. The civil war also led to the abolishment of the slavery practice and the preservation of the dignity of human rights (Hall, Huff & Kuriwaki, 2019). It is this war that led to the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln.
The Connection Between the Causes of the Civil War and the American Revolution
There have been several arguments that have been put forward regarding the connection between the American Revolution and the American civil war. There are some historians who believe that the civil war that took place in America was an extension of the American Revolution and this has led to them terming it as the second American Revolution. This is basically due to the fact that the civil war gave birth to an even newer nation just like the revolution did. On the other hand, there are those who believe that the civil war significantly meant the end of the American Revolution. They believe that there were numerous questions that needed to be answered after the independence and which were duly done so with the onset of the civil war (Shi & Tindall, 2016).
In trying to analyze this, we must clearly look at the underlying factors that necessitated the need for war in the first place. As it has been rightly stated before, the revolution took place as a result of the American people wanting their own independence from the British while the civil war was as a result of slavery and the quest to stop it. There were certain occurrences that took place after the independence that can be connected to the emergence of the American civil war. For instance, the issue of slavery was something that was still being practiced even at the time of the revolution. The colonial masters were undertaking this in order for them to get cheap labor to advance their interest. The people were feeling oppressed and had to find ways of freeing themselves. The African Americans who were mostly used as slaves fought on one side with their white counterparts during the revolution in order for them to acquire their freedom. They assumed that slavery would end after they had achieved independence but this was not to be the case. After the end of the American Revolution, slavery was still being practiced by the elite and this led to the people feeling oppressed even more since their fellow citizens were enslaving them. Therefore, again, they took up arms to fight in the civil war in order to bring to an end the vice. From this point of view, it can be generally seen that the cause of the American civil war was in a way connected to the American Revolution. The civil war in one way gave birth to a new nation in the sense that it signified the beginning of the nation without slavery and also promoted various levels of equality for all. The issue of liberty and democracy was also enhanced and thus most of the people felt as if they had been born again or given a new lease of life. Moreover, the civil war can be seen to have brought to an end the American Revolution. This is mainly due to the fact that after the American Revolution, there was still some issues that needed to be dealt with in order for the inhabitants to feel free and happy in their country. The issue of slavery had not ended with the end of the revolution and therefore there was a need to keep on struggling to stop it. The civil war was used to advance these struggles and in the long run, brought to an end the pertinent issues that had begun in the revolution. This is the reason why the Civil War is credibly a final end to the revolution.
The major cause of the American civil war as documented was the issue of slavery. However, there are other several factors that contributed to the emergence of the civil war. The issue of equality is one of the most fundamental things that the American people wished for. Equality means the ability to access all the necessary services and opportunities that may be there without any form of discrimination. The inhabitants of America were from different tribes, race and religions and therefore, there are many instances of discrimination that occurred. Right from the onset of the American Revolution, the people were fighting in order for equality to be accorded to them in terms of job opportunities, education opportunities and many other issues (Lindert & Williamson, 2016). The colonialists were taking up all the lucrative lands and job opportunities in total disregard of the Native Americans and this led to a growing rebellion. The need for these people to access equity meant that they had to wage a war in order for them to achieve freedom which would ensure that they will be able to access it. The civil war was no different but rather an extension of the same fight for these opportunities. After independence, the whites who were the Native Americans discriminated against people of other races in accessing basic services. This was practiced both in the north and the southern states. The kind of inequality that was practiced was so severe that the people could no longer take it. Coupled with the issue of slavery, the growing rebellion led to a full-blown out war that culminated in what is known as the American civil war. All the people wanted to be treated equitably and be able to access most of the services without being treated like slaves or discriminately since they were in their own country. Therefore, a connection between the events that led to the emergence of the American civil war and that of the American Revolution can be seen. The equality that was being fought for in the civil war was the same kind of equality and freedom that was being advocated for by the Americans as they tried to seek their independence from the British (Lindert & Williamson, 2016).
Furthermore, the people needed to have liberty amongst them. This means that they could be able to live freely without suffering from oppressive restrictions imposed by an authority over their lifestyle. The southern states were the areas that most people felt that they had no liberty even after the independence as opposed to the northern areas. The push for this sense of liberty in conjunction with other issues led to the break out of the civil war. The union states wanted to ensure that no part of the United States was suffering from the lack of liberty and the conflict degenerated into a civil war (Lindert & Williamson, 2016). The same liberty that was being advocated for in the civil war was indeed the one that the American people sought much as they undertook the American Revolution. They wanted to be free from the colonial masters. The American people fought the British due to the need to be free from the strict and oppressive rules that were being forced unto them in their own country. They could no longer live with the high taxes that they had to part with even after carrying out all the hard work as the colonialist just watched. It is, therefore, true to say that there was a distinct connection in how the civil war was started in relation to the issue of liberty to that of the American Revolution. The civil war served as an extension of the American Revolution in terms of trying to finally bring to an end the issue of oppression and achieve liberty for all the American people.
Democracy is one of the most cherished opportunities that the American people wished to have at all times through History. The American Revolution led the American people to have and practice their own democracy. This was evident in the election of the first United States president after the revolution. This democratic space was envisioned to continue right after independence. However, there were some elements of some people trying to oppress the democratic space that was being enjoyed. The people wanted to feel that they indeed had their democratic rights after years of colonial dictatorship. The issue of some states trying to suppress this freedom generally led to rebellion and this culminated into war. The civil war was started in order to fully entrench the democratic right of every citizen living in the country (Lindert & Williamson, 2016). Therefore, the connections of the American Revolution and that of the civil war can be seen in the clamor for democracy (Merriam, 2017).
Conclusion
In conclusion, the causes of the American civil war, even though seem different are connected to the American Revolution. In one way or another, the fundamental issues of equality, democracy and liberty was being sought for in the civil war which was in tandem with that of the revolution (Weeks, 1997). This was finally achieved to a great extent and that is why some of the historians refer to it as the end of the American Revolution. Therefore, even though the most significant cause of the American civil war was the fallout between the southern and the northern states regarding the issue of slavery, the freedom that was being sort for by people through the push to end slavery is likened to the freedom that was being sought by the Americans when they fought the Revolution War against the British. Therefore, the causes of the Civil War were connected to the American revolution.
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